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Bremen, and Liibeck; and to resign one title, that of
Protector of the Confederation of the Rhine. It was
through his unwillingness to make this slight con-
cession that Napoleon ruined France and himself.

June 4, 1813, the Emperor signed the armistice,
not to make peace, but to prepare a second campaign.
He needed still two months to complete his arma-
ments and to make war even with Austria. The
fault of this fatal armistice, which sayed the then
desperate forces of the coalitions, and which Napo-
leon should not haye accepted unless he sincerely
desired peace, lay in his unwillingness to consent to
the conditions imposed by the Cabinet of Vienna.
But the news was receiyed with joy by all Europe,
except Prussia: Marie Louise fancied that she had
come to the end of her trials., and belieyed that
France and Austria would remain united foreyer.
As soon as she heard of the armistice she wrote to
her father: " I can truly say that no piece of news
has eyer giyen me greater pleasure. It dispels my
anxieties and my fears. I see in it a proof of your
kindness; this touches me, and I cannot be suf-
ficiently grateful. I am sure that the Emperor will
gladly accept this token of your friendship. The
days I spent with you at Prague and at Dresden
abound with touching memories. It was in this
month, last year, that I had the happiness to see you
and to assure you ,by word of mouth of my filial affec-
tion. I kiss your hand, dear father, and thank you
for sending me a courier every fortnight." July 7,